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Report: 5th Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science, Croatia

Content

The Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science
was organized for the 5th time in the beautiful
Croatian city of Dubrovnik between the 16th and
19th of May by the Central European Cognitive
Science Association. An important aim of this
conference is to bring together graduate
students and young researchers of cognitive
science from Central Europe and give them a
chance to present their results in poster sessions,
get feedback, get to know each other and listen
to the talks of leading scholars in the actual topic
of the conference. The main topic of this year’s
conference was Sleep, neural oscillations and
cognition; the talks of invited and keynote
speakers were revolving around this theme. The
student whose abstract was judged to be the
best during the application procedure also had
the chance to present his results in a short talk
(in this year he was Dominik Heib with his

abstract entitled “Theta activity during recall
indicates overnight memory consolidation”).
Poster sessions were organized after each
symposium. Posters were welcome about every
aspects of cognitive science allowing several
interesting topics to be presented mostly
related to the main theme of the conference but
other areas were represented as well. The first
author of the best poster was awarded with a
prize offered by ESCoP. The winner in this year
was Eugenio Parise with their poster about the
relationships between categorization and alpha
desynchronization.
    I think the conference reached its aim in every
respect. Many graduate students and young
researchers were there and not only from
Central Europe but even from outside Europe. It
created a friendly atmosphere where we could
learn a lot from the talks and discussions after
them, as well as during the poster presentations.
We could also get to know other young
researchers which could lead to scientific
collaborations in the future. 
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All these advantages about the conference
become more fantastic because of the fact that it
was organized in an extraordinary beautiful town
on the seaside. The schedule also gave the
opportunity to enjoy the possibilities of the town
through the organized social programs like the
cable car tour or dinners in special local
restaurants in the evening. One more
advantageous thing about this conference is that

it is organized in every year therefore I am
looking forward to being there in next May again
when the main topic will be Development of
cognition!

Enikő Ladányi

DuCog participant
Research Institute for Linguistics,
Hungarian Academy of Sciences

Report: Comparative Cognition Conference, Vienna, Austria

Photos: Csaba Pléh & János Körmendi

In July 2013, the University
of Veterinary Medicine of
Vienna hosted the Transfer
of Knowledge conference
which set an end to

CompCog, a Research Networking Program that
brought together 29 European laboratories from
11 countries and ran for 5 years from May 2008
to April 2013, with the aim of developing “real”
comparative cognition across a wide range of
species, with coherent theoretical background,
unified terminology and standard methods, and
to make it transparent for and integrated with

other fields. To this aim, CompCog supported
workshops, conferences, lab visits and short term
research visits on topics related to comparative
cognition. Personally (and to my own detriment)
I only found out about CompCog less than one
year ago, just in the nick of the time to take
advantage of one short-visit grant, before the
formal conclusion of the program. So, when I
arrived in Vienna for the closing conference I
could not avoid the bitter sensation of having to
attend to the end of something, without having
taken too much part in it. A few days after, I left
Vienna in an absolutely different mood. 
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The conference menu featured a selection of
key topics, from simple learning and memory to
higher-order concept formation, from tool use
to emotions and affects, in a broad coverage of
current research in animal cognition; it
contained a variety of experimental approaches,
from the more conventional ethology and
comparative psychology, to genomics and to
the modern methodological frontiers of
bioengineering; it was home to a remarkable
diversity of animal species, including the well
known capuchin monkeys, grey parrots,
caledonian crows, chickens and dogs, but also
fishes, lizards, tortoises, spiders and
cockroaches, not to mention their robotic
counterparts; it hosted tens of posters and a
neat assortment of talks by leading scientist and
emerging researchers. The latter enthusiastically
presented some remarkable studies, conveying
all but the impression of telling the end of a
story; but even the seniors did not just rest on

their laurels, and while catching our attention
with comprehensive summaries of their main
research topics, often left us with new questions
that will require an answer. Space constrains do
not allow me to cite all who participated, but I
encourage the reader to take a look at the
CompCog website – www.compcog.org - to
find details about the conference program.
CompCog must be given credit for bringing
together such an interesting assembly of
scientists and for setting the course for the
future challenges of research in comparative
cognition. The field appeared to me extremely
alive – and CompCog, one way or another, shall
continue to contribute to it.

Paolo Mongillo

CompCog participant
Dept. Comparative Biomedicine,

University of Padova, Italy

Photos: Tamás Faragó
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Animal Behaviour, Cognition and Physiology:

What does the brain tell us?
9-20 September 2013

Helsinki, Finland

http://www.animalconcepts.eu/styled-4/styled-21/styled-8/index.html

Deadline for abstract submission: 1 August 2013

Symposium on The Emergence of Consciousness
in Animal and Human Behaviour: From Genetics

to Cognition
18-20 October 2013

Brussels, Belgium

http://www.fondationjeanmariedelwart.org/index.php?lang=en

Registration, free of charge: 15 September 2013

4th World Conference on Learning, 

Teaching and Educational Leadership
27-29 October 2013

Barcelona, Spain

http://www.wc-lta.org/

Deadline for abstract submission: 10 September 2013

4th IEEE International Conference 

on Cognitive Infocommunications
2-5 December 2013

Budapest, Hungary

http://coginfocom.hu/conference/CogInfoCom13/

Deadline for paper submission: 

15 September 2013

International Conference on Cognition, Emotion

and Action
6-8 December 2013

Gujarat, India

http://www.iitgn.ac.in/cea2013/

Deadline for abstract submission: 15th July 2013

International 
Integrated 

Neuroscience Forum
9-10 December 2013

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

http://www.worldlinkmed.com/conference/2013DubaiNeurology/

Abstract submission is open

Budapest CEU Conference 
on Cognitive Development 

9-11 January 2014

Budapest, Hungary

http://www.asszisztencia.hu/bcccd/

Deadline for abstract submission: 14 October 2013

10th International Conference 

on the Evolution of Language
14th-17th April 2014

Vienna, Austria

http://evolangx.univie.ac.at/

Deadline for submissions to general sessions: 

13th September 2013

Upcoming conferences
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16th International 

Morphology Meeting

29th May - 1st June 2014
Budapest, Hungary

http://www.nytud.hu/imm16/

Deadline for abstract submission: 31 October 2013

International Conference 

on Design Computing and Cognition
23–25 June 2014

London, UK
http://www.designsociety.org/news/159/

Deadline for abstract submission: 2 December 2013

5th International Conference on Critical Approaches

to Discourse Analysis across Disciplines

1-3 September 2014
Budapest, Hungary

http://cadaad.net/cadaad_2014

Deadline for abstract submission: 1st December 2013

17th Word Congress 

of Psychophysiology
23-27 September 2014

Hiroshima, Japan
http://www.iop2014.jp/

Call for papers and registration: coming soon

Introducing Research Institutes in Central Europe

Lab for Sleep, Cognition and Consciousness Research, University of Salzburg, Austria

The Lab for Sleep, Cognition
and Consciousness Research
at the University of Salzburg
is studying two fascinating
sides of consciousness: Sleep
as a natural alteration of
consciousness and disorders
of consciousness (DOC; i.e.,

VS, MCS, LIS) as pathological modifications of
consciousness.
    It was founded in 2002 and is implemented in
the University’s division of Physiological
Psychology (Prof. Klimesch) with Prof. Schabus
heading the laboratory.
    The main research topics in the sleep branch
include brain plasticity during sleep with a specific
interest in sleep mechanisms such as sleep
spindles and slow waves, as well as the
application of neurofeedback in order to directly
alter brain activity (in healthy as well as
disordered sleep).
Disorders of Consciousness research is focusing
on residual cognitive processing and conscious

awareness in the various states of altered states
of awareness. 
    Research facilities include five EEG Systems,
several sensors for full PSG montages, as well as
numerous actigraphs for measuring sleep wake
cycles over extended periods of time.
Furthermore, the lab is equipped with two
ambulatory EEG systems for special study
populations (e.g., children) and environments
(e.g, sport activities). 
    In addition, the division of Physiological
Psychology has access to a purely science
devoted 3T fMRI scanner, as well as access to
compatible EEG, rTMS and eye tracking systems
at the „Christian Doppler“ hospital (CDK,
Salzburg, Austria).
    For a more detailed description about the Lab
for Sleep and Consciousness Research (including
publications) please visit our homepage
http://www.sleepscience.at

Dominik Heib
PhD student, Univ.Salzburg
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Selected publications from this research lab

Schabus, M., Heib, D.P.J., Lechinger, J., Griessenberger, H.,
Klimesch, W., Pawlizki, A., Kunz, A.B., Sterman, B.M., &
Hoedlmoser, K. (2013). Enhancing sleep quality and memory
in insomnia using instrumental sensorimotor rhythm
conditioning. Biological Psychology (accepted)

Lechinger, J., Chwala-Schlegel, N., Fellinger, R., Donis, J.,
Michitsch, G., Pichler, G., & Schabus, M. (2012). Mirroring of a
simple motor behaviour in Disorders of Consciousness.
Clinical Neurophysiology (in press)

Boly, M., Perlbarg, V., Marrelec, G., Schabus, M., Laureys, S.,
Doyon, J., Pelegrini-Issac, M., Maquet, P., & Benali, H. (2012).
Hierarchical clustering of brain activity during human
nonrapid eye movement sleep. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences USA, 109(15), 5856-5861.

Dang-Vu, T., Bonjean, M., Schabus, M., Boly, M., Darsaud, A.,
Desseilles, M., Degueldre, C., Balteau, E., Phillips, C., Luxen, A.,
Sejnowski, T.J., & Maquet, P. (2011). Interplay between
spontaneous and induced brain activity during human non-
rapid eye movement sleep. Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences USA, 108, 15438-15443.

Darsaud, A., Wagner, U., Balteau, E., Desseilles, M., Sterpenich,
V., Vandewalle, G., Albouy, G., Dang-Vu, T., Collette, F., Boly,
M., Schabus, M., Degueldre, C., Luxen, A., & Maquet, P. (2011).
Neural Precursors of Delayed Insight. Journal of Cognitive
Neuroscience, 23(8), 1900-1910.

Dang-Vu, T., Schabus, M., Desseilles, M., Sterpenich, V.,
Bonjean, M., & Maquet, P. (2010). Functional Neuroimaging
Insights into the Physiology of Human Sleep. Sleep, 33(12),
1589-1603.

Photo source: http://www.sleepscience.at/en/lab/gallery

ABOUT CECOG:

The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting cooperation in the
field of cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting in August 2008 by the
Budapest University of Technology and the University of Zagreb. The CECOG organizing committee: Melita
Kovacevic, Ilona Kovács and Csaba Pléh; President: Csaba Pléh; Managing organizers and local hosts of the DuCog
series: Nevena Padovan and Attila Keresztes; Managing secretary of the association: Attila Keresztes.
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