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Report - Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science, Croatia
Language and Conceptual Development
The 6th conference of the Central European Cognitive Science Association was held, as accustomed,
in the picturesque city of Dubrovnik. The theme of this year’s conference was Language and
Conceptual Development with eight distinguished scholars as invited speakers and over eighty
registered participants from sixteen countries presenting posters. Here is what the participants say:
“First, I really liked the talks, which were clear and
talked about different topics. Second, the number
of posters per session was just enough to have
time to read and to talk with researchers and PhD
students. At least, the conference program was
just enough and not too heavy and it was nice to
have time to meet people from different parts of
Europe. The area, the city was a perfect place to
work and the fact that the university was very
close from the downtown was nice. Everything
was very well prepared and organized.”

researchers together. I personally prefer small
conferences like DUCOG that gives us more
chance to meet with new people and discuss our
research in detail.
The location of the conference, the conference
hall and the facilities were good. The talks were
interesting. I also enjoyed the poster sessions.
One thing that might be improved is that the
interactions between the participants. Since lots
of people came to the conference with their
group members, it was very hard to get an
opportunity to have interactions with them.
Louise Goyet Organizing an academic speed dating as a social
University of Paris Descartes, France activity might help to overcome this problem.”

“The conference was in a specific topic in
Cognitive Science that brings the related

Burcu Arslan
University of Groningen, The Netherlands

“This conference was very well organized. It was
relatively small but the speakers were very high
quality. There were no parallel sessions, that made
possible to attend all the talks. Also the balance
between senior and junior researchers was great.
Meeting people was easy and it was a very good
experience for junior researchers. Finally the
atmosphere was friendly with plenty of opportunity
to socialize.”

Eugenio Parise
Lancaster University, UK
See you all again next year between 21-24 May on the
next DuCog in the topic of Cognition and
Metacognition chaired by Balázs Aczél & Olivier
Mascaro!

Report: Summer School on Morality, Hungary
Evolutionary Origins and Cognitive Mechanisms
This workshop was organized by Nicolas Baumard (Ecole Normale Supérieure, Paris, France) as part of the
Summer University program at the Central European University (CEU), Budapest, Hungary from 23-30 June
2014 with the aim of understanding what makes humans moral beings both at the proximate and ultimate
level.

Here is what participants say:
“This was a really intellectually exciting – not to
mention fun – 9 days. The faculty and the student
presentations were really engaging, and I have
learned a lot more about the cognitive and
evolutionary origins of morality as a result. A fantastic
week, and I’m really grateful I was able to take part.”

“The Morality Summer School was awesome. It had
really huge names in moral psychology, and covered
a great range of topics, from cleaner fish through
evolutionary modelling. It was really useful hearing
not only the most recent (yet-to-be-published)
findings from some of the most interesting labs on
the planet, but also to hear the faculty discuss each
other’s big well-known arguments with each other.”

Jim A.C. Everett
Department of Experimental Psychology,
University of Oxford, UK
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Upcoming conferences

There is no registraion fee!

There is no conference fee!

International Workshop on Educational
Neuroscience of Mathematics
3-4 October 2014
Tübingen, Germany

Association for the Study of
Animal Behaviour Winter meeting
4-5 December 2014
London, UK

https://www.soscisurvey.de/workshop_registration

http://asab.nottingham.ac.uk/meetings/

Registration and abstract submission: 30 Aug 2014

Abstract submission deadline: 1 October 2014

1st World Congress on
Facial Expression of Emotion
9-11 October 2014
Porto, Portugal

Annual International Conference on
Cognitive-, Social, and Behavioural Sciences
6-9 January 2015
Cyprus

http://www.wcfee2014.pt/

web

Registration is open!

Abstract submission deadline: 1 December 2014

5th Conference on
Cognitive Infocommunications
5-7 November 2014
Vietri sul Mare, Italy

Budapest CEU Conference on
Cognitive Development
8-10 January 2015
Budapest, Hungary

http://coginfocom.hu/conference/CogInfoCom14/

http://www.bcccd.org/

Registration is open!

Regular poster submission: 13 October 2014

2nd Global Conference on
Psychology Researches
28-29 November 2014
Barcelona, Spain

International Convention of
Psychological Science
12-14 March 2015
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

http://www.globalcenter.info/gcpr/

http://icps.psychologicalscience.org/

Abstract submission deadline: 26 September 2014

Poster submission deadline: 30 September 2014
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Introducing research institutes in East-Central Europe
Department of Cognitive Science and Psychology, NBU

Research at the New Bulgarian University (NBU)
is multifocal, but the one unifying aspect behind
several research groups is the desire to
understand analogical reasoning in humans – the
way people represent and use structural
information to align and compare different
scenarios, structures or situations, in order to
make inferences for one of them based on
knowledge of the other.
We study the interplay of analogy with other
cognitive functions such as language
comprehension, memory reconstruction, spatial
cognition, development and anxiety. Our recent
focus has been to demonstrate that people are
able to automatically reason by analogy –
meaning without intent or awareness of doing so.
Classical accounts of analogical reasoning posit
it to be a complex and computationally expensive
cognitive process, and yet, many consider
analogy to be, as Hofstadter has gracefully put it,
“in the core of cognition”.
We’ve shown through a variety of paradigms,
including lexical decision tasks, word colour
judgments, ambiguity comprehension and dualtask constraints, that reasoning by analogy in
these situations can and does happen
automatically, which provides support to
analogy’s conception as a central and integral
part of cognition.
We’ve also shown that analogical reasoning
can be facilitated by induced state anxiety, and

that it can influence the interpretations of other’s
ambiguous intentions. One of the most important
discoveries at NBU is that structural information
plays a much important part in false memory
reconstruction compared to superficial features –
people tend to falsely recombine elements from
structurally similar episodes more often
compared to superficially similar ones.
Research at NBU is also concerned with a
variety of other topics such as determinants of
induced retrograde amnesia, stability of the
basic-level effects in categorization, moral
judgments, prisoner’s dilemma, embodied
cognition,
cognitive
development
of
marginalized groups and others.
Vencislav Popov

This faculty together with the conference series
of cognitive science held in Sofia has been
launched by the late Professor Boicho Kokinov,
an excellent researcher on categorization.

Recent publications from this research group:
Hristova, P., Petkova, Y. & Kokinov, B. (2013). Anxiety Can Influence Analogy-Making Both Positively and Negatively
Depending on the Complexity of the Mapping Task, Proceedings of the 35 Annual Conference of the Cognitive
Science Society. Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum.
Hristova, P. & Popov, V. (2014). Automatic analogical priming, mapping and transfer between superficially dissimilar
simple structures. (manuscript in preparation)
Popov, V. & Hristova, P. (2014). Automatic analogical reasoning underlies structural priming in comprehension of
ambiguous sentences. In P. Bello, M. Guarini, M. McShane, & B. Scassellati (Eds.), Proceedings of the 36th Annual
Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (pp. 3055-3060). Austin, TX: Cognitive Science Society.
Popov, V. & Petkov, G. (2014). The level of processing affects the magnitude of induced retrograde amnesia. In P. Bello,
M. Guarini, M. McShane, & B. Scassellati (Eds.), Proceedings of the 36th Annual Conference of the Cognitive
Science Society (pp. 2252-2256). Austin, TX: Cognitive Science Society.
Pavlova, M. & Kokinov, B. (2014). Analogy Causes Distorted Memory by Blending Memory Episodes. In P. Bello, M. Guarini,
M. McShane, & B. Scassellati (Eds.), Proceedings of the 36th Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society.
Austin, TX: Cognitive Science Society.
Shahbazyan, L., Petkov, G. & Gurova, L. (2014). Analogical transfer of intentions. In P. Bello, M. Guarini, M. McShane, &
B. Scassellati (Eds.), Proceedings of the 36th Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society. Austin, TX:
Cognitive Science Society.
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ABOUT CECOG:
The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting
cooperation in the field of cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting
in August 2008 by the Budapest University of Technology and the University of Zagreb. The CECOG
organizing committee: Melita Kovacevic, Ilona Kovács and Csaba Pléh; President: Csaba Pléh; Managing
organizers and local hosts of the DuCog series: Nevena Padovan and Dóra Kampis; Managing secretary
of the association: Dóra Kampis.
Newsletter editors: Anna Kis and Ágnes Szőllősi; Contact: cecog@cecog.eu;
Previous newsletters are available at http://www.cecog.eu/page_newsletters.php
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