CECOG Central European Cognitive Science Association

web: www.cecog.eu

NEWSLETTER
Winter
E-mail: cecog@cecog.eu

Budapest, January 2013

Content
■

Report:
► Göttingen Social Structure Summer School
► Brain oscillations in health and disease workshop

■

PAGE 1
PAGE 2

Upcoming conferences and Summer Schools:
► 5th Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science
► Other conferences that might be of your interest
► FENS-IBRO Schools

■

PAGE 2
PAGE 3
PAGE 3

Introducing Research Institutes in Central Europe:
► Department of Cognitive Science, Central European University, Hungary

■

18th Conference of the ESCOP

PAGE 4
PAGE 4

Report: Göttingen Social Structure Summer School (GSSSS), Germany
The Göttingen Social Structure Summer School (GSSSS) of
September 2012 was first and foremost an experiment, in
line with the kind people who organized this event. It was
an experiment because unlike most other summer/winter
schools out there it was free;
the participants were offered
accommodation and had part
of their travel expenses paid.
This makes a huge difference
in student budgets.
It was also an experiment
because young researchers
from many different places
and backgrounds were joined
together under a single roof
to discuss not only their work,
but also how different
approaches to studying social
structure might affect it. Most
schools would focus solely on experimental, theoretical or
observation perspectives. This school combined all three
in a very successful enterprise. GSSSS offered the young
researchers the presence of world renowned Professors in
each of these areas, with the highlights being Dr. Jeff
Stevens and Dr. Gabriele Schino. Even in failure, the
organization of the GSSSS was excellent as one of the
professors (Dr. Jorge Pacheco) fell ill and could not attend.
A keen and up to the task substitute (Dr. Jan Nagler) was
found in a matter of minutes and the event went very
smoothly.
The exercises provided by the organizers were exciting
and challenging, training synthesis abilities, how to design
experiments, how to discuss our work and even how to

properly write scientific documents in English. The
professors were always very open to discuss ideas and
help the participants to tackle problems in their research,
were friendly and sociable.
The social aspect of the
GSSSS was also laden with
fun and cheap activities with
the highlight being a
walking tour of the city and
its connection to the
university. All the restaurants
picked by the organizers
were excellent and provided
an excellent opportunity for
people to meet and get to
know
each
other
as
researchers and as people.
In sum, the GSSSS was an
experiment, and one worth
publishing in Nature for its success. The science was great,
the memories were plenty and the new friendships will
probably last a lifetime. For that, the organizers must be
highly praised (Dr. Katrin Fehl; Dr. Julia Ostner; Dr. Oliver
Shulke and Dr. Dirk Semmann). A special word also goes
to Friederike a hard-working student that made all our
lives a little easier!
http://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/348509.html

André F. d’Almeida, M.A., M.Phil.
GSSSS Participant
Lisbon, Portugal

Report: Brain oscillations in health and disease workshop, Budapest, Hungary
ORGAINZERS:
Zoltán Vidnyánszky BME BUDAPEST
Wolfgang Klimesch UNIV SALZBURG
Gyula Kovács BME BUDAPEST, UNIV JENA
Stephen Jackson UNIV NOTTINGHAM

From 8 to 10 November, the Hungarian Academy of
Sciences hosted a workshop entitled ‘Neural
Oscillations in Health and Disease’. Oscillatory activity
was the first feature described in the human EEG, and
since its discovery, it has been linked to diverse
functions including attention and memory, and also to
several pathological processes.
The workshop had a promising program consisting
of talks given by several notable experts in the field
about their recent research and its theoretical and
methodological background. On the first day, Norbert
Hájos gave us a short survey on how neural oscillations
arise on the cellular network level. István Ulbert and
Róbert Bódizs covered the role of neural oscillations in
sleep, a classical topic in the field of neural oscillations.
The following days’ sessions revolved around the role
of oscillations in sensorimotor function, memory,
attention, and in disease. Ole Jensen, Wolfgang
Klimesch and Paul Sauseng presented their results on
the function of neural oscillatons in memory and
attention along with the theoretical frameworks they
work in. Anne-Lise Giraud also had generalizable
insights based on her work on speech processing.
Nadia Müller, Márk Molnár and Zoltán Vidnyánszky

focused on more specific themes, auditory alpha,
aging, and oscillations during reading, respectively. The
methods covered by the presenters were also diverse:
Jörg Hipp and Satu Palva presented two different ways
of using magnetoencephalography to explore the
functional networks of the brain. Karen Mullinger told
us about the relation of oscillations in somatosensory
cortex to various kinds of functional signals measured
concurrently with MRI. Gregor Thut presented his
investigations on how brain function can be altered by
manipulating the underlying neural oscillations via
Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation. Peter Uhlhaas
showed us a complex picture on scizhophrenia,
involving of course neural oscillations, but also their
neurochemical and developmental background. The
workshop was concluded with a brief poster session
presenting further interesting research material.
The talks provided a good overview of the broad
topic of neural oscillations, augmented by vivid
discussions in the coffee breaks and during a pleasant
dinner. For me it reassured my opinion that studying
neural oscillations is an important point of
convergence for the top-down view of cognitive
science and the bottom-up aspect of neurophysiology,
thus being a promising theme in cognitive
neuroscience.
http://www.erni-hsf.eu/budapest2012/index.html

Balázs Knakker
Faculty of Information Technology,
Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Budapest, Hungary

Upcoming conferences
LAST CALL FOR PAPERS: V. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science

Sleep, neural oscillations and cognition
May 13-16 2013, Dubrovnik, Croatia
The call for the next Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science is
now open. As a member of CECOG, we especially encourage you to
submit your work! Remember that you will be able to attend the
conference for a reduced registration price.

Submission is open until February 1, 2013:
http://www.cecog.eu/ducog/page_registration.php
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Other conferences that might be of your interest

11th International Conference
on Adaptive and Natural Computing Algorithms

Society for Applied Research
in Memory & Cognition (SARMAC) Conference

4-6 April 2013
Lausanne, Switzerland

26-29 June, 2013
Rotterdam, The Neatherlands

http://icannga.com/

http://www.sarmac-conference.org/index.php

International Workshop
on Bilingualism and Cognitive Control

5th Joint
Action Meeting

15-17 May 2013
Krakow, Poland

27-29 July 2013
Berlin, Germany

http://www.blcc2013.langusta.edu.pl/

http://somby.info/page4/page4.html

Implications of Research on the Neuroscience of
Affect, Attachment, and Social Cognition

17th European Conference
on Eye Movements

18-19 May 2013
London, UK

11-16 August 2013
Lund, Sweden

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/psychoanalysis/events/conferences/conference-reader.php?idvar=8

http://ecem2013.eye-movements.org/

FENS-IBRO Schools - Important Deadlines
Causal Neuroscience Interacting with Neural Circuits

From Sleep Science
to Sleep Medicine

June 2 - 8, 2013

July 18 - 23

Bertinoro, Italy

Kizbegi (Tbilisi), Georgia

Deadline for applications: January 31, 2013

Deadline for Applications: February 28, 2013

To apply, please, follow this link
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Introducing Research Institutes in Central Europe

CEU is a graduate research-intensive university located in
Budapest, Hungary and accredited in the United States and
Hungary.
The Department of Cognitive Science was founded in 2010,
with a PhD program since 2011. The Cognitive Development
Center (CDC), led by Professors Gergely Csibra and György
Gergely, was already established in 2008 for the study of
cognitive development of human infants.
Research concentrates on social and biological aspects of
human cognition: how learning, processing and sharing
information about and with others takes place, and how
computational models of human cognition can be realized in
the brain.
Research topics include cooperation, communication, social
learning, cultural transmission, embodied cognition, joint
action, cognitive development, strategic decision-making,
problem solving, visual cognition, sensory and statistical
learning, visual psychophysics, computational neuroscience,
and social cognitive neuroscience.

Recent publications from this research lab:
Csibra, G., & Gergely, G. (2011). Natural pedagogy as
evolutionary adaptation. Philosophical Transactions of the
Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 366, 1149-1157.
Futó, J., Téglás, E., Csibra, G., & Gergely, G. (2010).
Communicative function demonstration induces kind-based
artifact representation in preverbal infants. Cognition, 117, 18.
Heintz, C. (2011). Presuming placeholders are relevant enables
conceptual change. Commentary on Carey's précis of The
Origin of Concept. Behavioral and Brain Science, 34, 131-132.
Heintz, C., & Bardsley, N. (2010). The implication of social
cognition for experimental economics. Journal title Mind and
Society, 9, 113-118.
Mascaro, O., & Csibra, G. (2012). Representation of stable
social dominance relations by human infants. Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences, 109, 6862-6867.

http://cognitivescience.ceu.hu/
http://www.ceu.hu/
József Arató
Central European University
Budapest, Hungary

Parise, E., & Csibra, G. (2012). Electrophysiological evidence for
the understanding of maternal speech by 9-month-old infants.
Psychological Science, 23, 728-733.

ESCOP 2013
The Department of Cognitive Science at CEU will organize
the 18th Conference of the European Society for Cognitive
Psychology (ESCOP) from 29 August to 1 September, 2013
at Budapest, Hungary.
ESCOP is a large Society with over 500 members across
a range of European countries and beyond. The society
shares common goals with the Central European Cognitive
Science Association and has recently started a cooperation.

Invited speakers:
Nancy Kanwisher
MIT, Cambridge, US

Michael Tomasello
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany

Submission is open until March 1, 2013
http://www.escop2013.org/index.php?menu=1

Glyn Humphreys
Oxford University, UK

Glyn Humphreys
Oxford University, UK

ABOUT CECOG:
The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting cooperation in the field of
cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting in August 2008 by the Budapest University of
Technology and the University of Zagreb. The CECOG organizing committee: Melita Kovacevic, Ilona Kovács and Csaba Pléh;
Managing organizers and local hosts of the DuCog series: Nevena Padovan and Attila Keresztes; Managing secretary of the
association: Attila Keresztes.
Newsletter editors: Anna Kis and Ágnes Szőllősi; Contact: cecog@cecog.eu;
Previous newsletters are available at http://www.cecog.eu/page_newsletters.php
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