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Change in the CECOG organizing committee

After five years in charge of the CECOG Newsletter,
Anna Kis and Ágnes Szőllősi have decided to
resign from their posts as editors. Starting from the
present issue, their job is taken over by Francesca
Bonalumi and Georgina Török, both PhD students
at Central European University’s Cognitive Science
Department.

We would like to thank Anna and Ágnes for their
hard work in ensuring the continuing publication
of our Newsletter and we wish them all the best in
their future endeavours!

Georgina Török (left) and Francesca Bonalumi

Conference reports
ICOM 2016 International Conference On Memory - Budapest, Hungary
In July, the 6th International Conference on Memory (ICOM) was held in Budapest, Hungary. The
event focusing on most of the main aspects of current memory research is organized every 5
years. This year it was hosted by the Budapest University of Technology and Economics. To date,
it has been the largest ICOM ever organized – the over 1000 attendees had the opportunity to
listen to more than 600 talks over the course of 6 days. Presenters from several fields of research came together to
present and discuss the latest advances in topics ranging from the role of specific brain regions in remembering,
through aging and the development of memory to social and clinical implications. 3 out of the 6 days featured a poster
session where presenters could share and discuss research results making use of this convenient format.
The opening keynote lecture was given by
Daniel

Schacter,

who

addressed

important

questions concerning the constructive nature of
memory and its fundamental role in functions
beyond remembering past experiences such as the
simulation of future events, problem solving and
even creativity. His talk provided a splendid starting
point

for

the

conference

emphasizing

the

multifaceted role of memory in human cognition.
Throughout the conference, we had the opportunity
to attend lectures and symposiums broadening our
understanding of a diverse range of domains that fall
under the umbrella of memory research. Some of
the most interesting talks given by researchers such
as Michael Rugg, Roberto Cabeza and Andrew
Bender outlined the interconnected role of specific brain regions such as the prefrontal cortex in the control and
monitoring of memory or the role of the parietal lobe and various mediotemporal subfields in episodic memory. The
control of memory, its mechanisms and the necessary neural substrates were a key topic at the conference,
overviewed in a riveting presentation by Michael Anderson.
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Other talks given by presenters such as Martin Conway covered the topics of the role of a self-narrative in
autobiographical memory and the mechanisms and nature of such a memory system. The importance of the emotional
aspects of memories with an emphasis on post-traumatic stress and its implications for remembering was also
featured. Other major subjects included developmental and pathological changes in memory processes, both at
behavioral and neurological levels – specifically, the impact of aging on memory-related brain circuits were considered
by Carol Barnes in her keynote talk. The role of reactivation and (re)consolidation of memories, possible mechanisms
for long term consolidation were also extensively discussed. Without being exhaustive, further talks focused on topics
such as social memory, factors that can enhance or disrupt memory performance, the role of forgetting and many
others.

For more photos, see the conference gallery at http://www.icom2016.com/.

The conference was also a success in a social sense: it was great to see that the atmosphere of the event
created a platform where researchers could easily exchange thoughts and ideas between talks, having a bite or two
of the delicious snacks provided by the catering team. Towards the end of the event participants also had an
opportunity to chat, have a superb dinner and enjoy the magnificent sights of Budapest on a ship cruise going down
the Danube river in a beautiful sunset.
On the whole, the conference served as a wonderfully detailed and broad cross-section of the current state
of our understanding of most of the major aspects of human memory: from molecular, cell and system level to
behavioral level understanding of processes that enable us to remember, forget and to imagine the future.

Miklós Marián, PhD Student
Budapest University of Technology and Economics, Hungary
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Robophilosophy 2016 / TRANSOR 2016 – Åarhus, Denmark
Overall the conference was very productive and attended by researchers from a healthy number of academic fields. It
was a long conference, lasting 5 days, but even by the Friday the willingness to participate and attend the sessions by
everyone involved was admirable. Some sessions were more productive and well balanced than others, however.
A common theme of the conference seemed to be a relative disconnect between researchers working in
philosophy and those working directly on robotics with some presenters making relatively sweeping claims about the
current state of robotics research and its future. The inverse was also true, with a number of roboticists seemingly
unconvinced that issues raised by the philosophy were of particular import. If anything, the whole conference was a
good opportunity for these issues to be brought to the forefront. With any luck, researchers from both of these fields
will now approach one another’s areas with due attention and care. The food was also outstanding.

Henry Powell, PhD Student
University of Warwick, UK

Upcoming CECOG event

IX. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science Intuitive Sociologists: Representing
Social Relations and Social Categories
25-28 May 2017, Dubrovnik, Croatia
Abstract Submission Deadline: 20th February 2017
Members of the Central European Cognitive Science Association can register at a reduced fee.
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It is our pleasure to invite you to the IX. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science Intuitive Sociologists:
Representing Social Relations and Social Categories. The conference will take place on 25-28 May, 2017, in
the Center for Advanced Studies of Dubrovnik, Croatia, located by the Adriatic sea at the foot of the old city of
Dubrovnik (Croatia), a UNESCO world heritage site.
Our keynote speakers include:

Gil Diesendruck (Bar-Ilan University)
The motivational roots of social categorization:
Evidence from infants

Alan Fiske (University of California, Los Angeles)
The Four Fundamental Forms of Social Relationships

David Pietraszewski (Max-Planck-Institute for Human
Development)
Applying an evolutionary and computational approach to
social categorization:
Examples from race, accent, and social groups.

Nichola Raihani (University College London)
The importance of reputation in the evolution of
cooperation and punishment
Olivier Mascaro (CNRS)
Cognitive mechanisms for the representation of social
structures
Lotte Thomsen (University of Oslo)
Core Cognition of Relational Forms

Conference chairs: Kata Oláh, Nazlı Altınok and Ildikó Király
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Upcoming conferences

Budapest CEU Conference on Cognitive
Development (BCCCD17)
Budapest, Hungary (5 - 7 January 2017)
Early bird registration deadline: 15 Nov 2016
http://www.bcccd.org/

Festival of Neuroscience (BNA 2017)
Birmingham, UK (10 - 13 April 2017)
Abstract submission deadline: 16 Dec 2016
https://www.bna.org.uk/meetings/bna2017/

World Conference on Movement and Cognition
(Movement 2017)
Oxford, UK (9 - 11 July 2017)
Abstract submission deadline: 15 Nov 2016
http://movementis.com/

Behaviour 2017: 35th International Ethological
Conference
Estoril, Portugal (30 July - 4 August 2017)
Symposia submission deadline: 16 Dec 2016
Abstract submission deadline: 28 April 2017
http://behaviour2017.org/

European Society for Cognitive Sciences Of Music:
Expressive Interaction with Music (ESCOM 2017)
Ghent, Belgium (31 July - 4 August 2017)
Extended abstract submission deadline: 15 Nov 2016
http://www.escom2017.org/welcome/

Annual Conference of the European Human
Behaviour and Evolution Association (EHBEA 2017)
Paris, France (6 - 8 April 2017)
Abstract submission deadline: 1 Jan 2017
https://ehbea2017.sciencesconf.org/

Annual Conference of The Society for Cognitive
Studies of the Moving Image (SCSMI)
Helsinki, Finland (11-14 June 2017)
Submission deadline: 4 Dec 2016
http://scsmi-online.org/conference

15th European Congress of Psychology
Amsterdam, The Netherlands (11 -14 July, 2017)
Abstract submission deadline: 10 Dec 2016
https://psychologycongress.eu/2017/

Cognitive Science Arena
Brixen-Bressanone (BZ), Italy (17-18 February 2017)
Submission deadline: 13 Jan 2017
http://cogsci.altervista.org/

6th European Conference on Schizophrenia Research 2017
Berlin, Germany (14-16 September 2017)
Symposia submission deadline: 16 January 2017
Abstract submission deadline: 10 April 2017
http://www.schizophrenianet.eu/

ISPP at 40: Revising Core Themes of Tyranny,
Intergroup Relations and Leadership (International
Society of Political Psychology)
Edinburgh, UK (29 June-2 July)
Submission deadline: 14 Dec 2016
http://www.ispp.org/meetings

NeuroIS 2017 Gmunden Retreat
Gmunden, Austria
Submission deadline: 20 March 2017
http://www.neurois.org/index.php
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XIV Conference on Environmental Psychology
(PSICAMB): Places and Human Behaviour: From
Local to Global
Évora, Portugal (21 - 24 June 2017)
Abstract deadline submission: 30 Jan 2017
http://gecoweb.gesintur.com/pub/1600004/psicamb/cgi.hrb?idex
p=LSYUY&main=homeen

The Thirteenth International Conference on Spatial
Information Theory (COSIT 2017)
L’Aquila, Italy (4-8 September 2017)
Paper submission deadline: 1 March 2017
Poster submission deadline: 15 May 2017
http://www.cosit2017.org/

Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour:
Easter Conference (ASAB 2017)
Liverpool, UK (5 - 7 April 2017)
Registration opens soon.
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/mbe/page51/ASAB2017.html

13th International Conference on Psychology and
Behavioural Sciences (ICPBS)
Lisbon, Portugal (24-25 May 2017)
Extended abstract/paper submission deadline: 15 Jan 2017
http://gplra.org/13th-international-conference-on-psychologyand-behavioural-sciences-icpbs-24-25-may-2017-lisbon-about27

9th International Congress of Cognitive
Psychotherapy (ICCP 2017)
Toward Integrative CBT: Implications for Science
and Practice
Cluj-Napoca, Transylvania, Romania (29 June - 1 July
2017)
Poster abstract submission deadline: 16 March 2017
http://www.iccp2017.org/

CogSci 2017: Computational Foundations of Cognition
(39th Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society)
London, UK (26-29 July 2017)
Submission deadline: 1 Feb 2017
http://www.cognitivesciencesociety.org/conference/cogsci2
017/

13th International Conference for Cognitive
Neuroscience (ICON)
Amsterdam, Netherland (5-8 August 2017)
Symposium submission deadline: 1 Feb 2017
Poster submission deadline: 31 March 2017
http://www.icon2017.org/

20th European Society for Cognitive Psychology
Conference (ESCOP 2017)
Potsdam, Germany (3 - 6 Sept 2017)
Details coming soon.
http://cognitive-psychology.eu/escop17/index.html

18th European Conference on Developmental
Psychology (ECDP2017)
Utrecht, The Netherlands (29 August - 1 Sept 2017)
Abstract submission deadline: 13 Feb 2017
http://www.ecdp2017.nl/
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Introducing research institutes
C'MON Cognition, Motion and Neuroscience
I.I.T. Italian Institute of Technology, Genova, Italy
Principal Investigator - Cristina Becchio
The Cognition, Motion and Neuroscience unit of the Italian Institute of Technology
(Genova, Italy) investigates the underlying cognitive and neural mechanisms of motion cognition.
The main project of the C’MON unit is I.MOVE.U (Intention from MOVEment Understanding),
founded by the European Research Council (ERC) Starting Grants and co-hosted by the
Department of Psychology of the University of Turin (UniTo).
Traditional theories of social cognition focused their attention mainly on the contribute of high-level inferences,
on the basis of the assumption that the ‘internal’ mental states are hidden and private so inaccessible to perception.
However, the ability to interpret and predict the behavior of other people hinges crucially on judgments about the
intentionality of their actions – whether they act purposefully (with intent) or not – as well as on judgments about the
specific intentions guiding their actions.
The C’MON unit intends to provide a new quantitative method to investigate the relation between the ‘mental’ and the
‘motor’. By combining advanced methods in psychophysics and neuroscience with kinematics, the C’MON unit aims
at developing and testing an integrative and radically new approach to the study of intention and internal mental states
understanding.
Topics we are currently investigating include:

•

Understanding intentions from movement observation: How do we understand the intentions of other people? Is it
possible to understand the intentions of others by simply observing their movements? Our work provides evidence
that movement kinematics convey enough information to discriminate intention. We are now using optoelectronic
techniques, quantitative behavioral and neuroimaging methods to investigate differences between actions and if (and
to what extent) these differences are informative and can form the basis for intention detection during action
observation. (Caterina Ansuini, Research Fellow; Andrea Cavallo, Research Fellow; Atesh Koul, PhD student; Marco
Soriano, PhD student)

•

Kinematics of decision making: We are currently using kinematics and psychophysics methods to explore how a
decision process could be visible in the action in the context of the Ultimatum Game. (Andrea Cavallo, Research Fellow)

•

Real grasps versus pantomimed grasps: Previous studies have shown that, when pretending to pick up imagined
objects (pantomimed grasps), untrained subjects move and shape their hands quite differently from when grasping
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real ones. We want to know whether/to what extent observers are able to exploit these differences to discriminate real
and pantomimed actions. (Caterina Ansuini, Research Fellow; Davide Quarona, PhD student)
•

Intention modulation in autism: This line of research aims at investigating whether/to what extent this modulation is
preserved in children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). A second aim is to examine whether children with ASD are
sensitive to early differences in movement kinematics during action observation and are able to use these differences
to discriminate the intention of an observed movement. (Caterina Ansuini, Research Fellow; Jessica Podda, PhD
student)

Davide Quarona, PhD Student
Italian Institute of Technology, Genova, Italy

Recent publications of the group include:
Furlanetto T., Becchio C., Samson D., & Apperly, I. (2016).
Altercentric interference in level 1 visual perspective taking
reflects the ascription of mental states, not submentalizing.
Journal of Experimental Psychology: Human Perception and
Performance, 42(2), 158-163.

Ansuini, C., Cavallo, A., Campus, C., Quarona, D., Koul A.,
Becchio C. (2016) Are we real when we fake? Attunement
to object weight in natural and pantomimed grasping
movements. Frontiers in Human Neuroscience, 10, 471.
von der Lühe T.*, Manera V.*, Barisic I., Becchio C.,
Vogeley K., Schilbach L. (2016). Interpersonal predictive
coding, not action perception is impaired in autism
Philosophical Transactions B of the Royal Society, 371, 1-8.

Sciutti A., Ansuini C., Becchio C., & Sandini G. (2015).
Investigating the ability to read others’ intentions using
humanoid robots. Frontiers in Psychology, 6, 1362.
Cavallo A., Lungu O., Becchio C., Ansuini C., Rustichini A.,
& Fadiga L. (2015). When gaze opens the channel for
communication: integrative role of IFG and MPFC.
Neuroimage, 119, 63-69.

Ansuini, C, Cavallo, A, Pia, L, & Becchio, C. (2016). The role
of perspective in mental time travel. Neural Plasticity.
2016:3052741.

For further information, visit the C’MON Website:
https://www.iit.it/lines/cognition-motion-and-neuroscience

About CECOG: The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting cooperation
in the field of cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting in August 2008 by the Budapest
University of Technology and Economics and the University of Zagreb by Melita Kovacevic, Ilona Kovács, and Csaba Pléh.
President: Gergely Csibra; managing organizers and local hosts of the DuCog series: Nevena Padovan and Paula Fischer;
managing secretary of the association: Paula Fischer.
Newsletter editors: Francesca Bonalumi and Georgina Török. Contact: cecog@cecog.eu
Previous newsletters are available at our website – http://cecog.eu/
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