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Conference reports

2017 International Convention of Psychological Science – Vienna, Austria
The second International Convention of Psychological Science (ICPS) was held in Vienna, Austria on
23-25 March 2017. The scientific program was extremely rich: plenty of symposia and workshops, covering
a wide variety of topics in psychological science, with talks ranging from “From bliss to abyss: interdisciplinary
perspectives on unusual meditative experiences” to “EEG theta/beta ratio as an electrophysiological correlate
of executive control of motivated attention and learning”. Several outstanding researchers gave high-level
talks and initiated sharp discussions during the symposia; among those, I was particularly impressed by Profs.
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Nick Chater, Brian Knutson, and Natalie Sebanz. The richness and level of the conference program was so
remarkable, that it was sometimes hard to keep track of all potentially interesting talks and choose which
session to attend.
The networking events were various and conveniently organized in the exhibit hall, where the posters
were also displayed, enabling presenters to discuss their work in a relaxed atmosphere. The food provided
by the organization was a timely gift to regain some energy after the frequent races from one room to the
other to secure one of the (sometimes too few) seats available.

Source: APS Twitter
https://twitter.com/PsychScience/status/862699611483492354

Finally, I’d like to praise the creativity of Profs. Carsten de Dreu and Paul van Lange who stood up
and improvised a talk about “Methodological issues in using economic games to study human sociality” when
it became clear that none of the original speakers would show up. I really appreciated their problem solving
skills and the symposium that came out of it!
ICPS is a stimulating end enjoyable conference; I met new interesting and talented people who engaged me
in fruitful scientific discussions, as well as old colleagues and friends from around Europe who entertained me
with less demanding talks.
Next appointment in Paris in 2019!
Doris Pischedda, Postdoctoral Researcher
Center for Mind/Brain Sciences – CIMeC
University of Trento, Italy
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The International Convention of Psychological Science (ICPS) 2017 was an enormous conference
hosting more than 2000 researchers throughout 4 days in Vienna. Although it was hardly possible to attend
every symposium, the organisers made sure that all the necessary information is available easily to make the
best personal choice out of the many. By using their app everyone could create their own itinerary to their
specific niche interest or a widespread collection of fields.
The integrative side of research and science communication was emphasised by the organisers
which they tried to reinforce through sessions specifically addressing this topic. I also witnessed several times
how different speakers within symposia realise the similarities and overlaps of their research interest through
establishing connections between their working terminology and approaches to study design. However, my
feeling was that these realisations could have brought together even more explicitly – probably by giving more
room for discussion. This was organically attempted at the end of most symposia that I attended, but the
seminar-like atmosphere could not appear naturally due to the busy timetable. Therefore, these symposia
were more about flagging new ideas and sharing essential findings rather than integrating studies.
The keynote talks were impactful TED-like talks mainly concentrating on big global questions such
as how children acquire language, how similar are animals to humans and genetics in autism spectrum
disorder. The rarity of drinks and nibbles throughout the day was a great conversation starter among the
conference attendees. It was entertaining to see how the usually peaceful yet decaffeinated academics were
almost ready to start a riot to get the essential cup of coffee/tea between talks.
Lilla Hodossy, PhD Student
Lab of Action & Body
Royal Holloway, University of London, UK
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European Association of Human Behavior and Evolution – Paris, France

On April 4-6, 2017, the Paris Evolution and Social Cognition group hosted the European Association
of Human Behavior and Evolution (EHBEA) annual conference. The conference covered a large range of topics
in evolutionary psychology, going from animal social cognition to human life history, and presented studies
using approaches as various as field studies, computational modelling and genomics. Cultural evolution was
notably well represented with a dedicated satellite meeting preceeding the conference. The diversity of
presentation formats (lectures from renowned scholars, poster sessions as well as plenary, thematic and
speed talks) also participated to give a large overview of evolutionary psychology research in Europe.
Besides the quality of the scientific content, the EHBEA 2017 Conference was also a nice place for
socializing, with french food buffets and social events arranged every day. In particular a Young Researcher
Lunch was organized to gather students and winners of the EHBEA Young Researcher Award together to
exchange on scientific and career topics. I found the conference’s atmosphere especially friendly and
scientifically stimulating, and, as a member of the local Student Organizing Comitee, I hope this feeling was
shared by all the participants.
Lou Safra, Phd Student
Department of Cognitive Science
École Normale Supérieure, Paris
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Upcoming CECOG event
IX. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science Intuitive Sociologists:
Representing Social Relations and Social Categories
25-28 May 2017, Dubrovnik, Croatia

Members of the Central European Cognitive Science Association can register at a reduced fee.
It is our pleasure to invite you to the IX. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science Intuitive
Sociologists: Representing Social Relations and Social Categories. The conference will take
place on 25-28 May, 2017, in the Center for Advanced Studies of Dubrovnik, Croatia, located by
the Adriatic sea at the foot of the old city of Dubrovnik (Croatia), a UNESCO world heritage site.
Our keynote speakers include:

Gil Diesendruck (Bar-Ilan University)
The motivational roots of social categorization:
Evidence from infants

Alan Fiske (University of California, Los Angeles)
The Four Fundamental Forms of Social Relationships
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David Pietraszewski (Max-Planck-Institute for Human Development)
Applying an evolutionary and computational
approach to social categorization:
Examples from race, accent, and social groups.

Nichola Raihani (University College London)
The importance of reputation in the evolution of
cooperation and punishment

Olivier Mascaro (CNRS)
Cognitive mechanisms for the representation of social structures

Lotte Thomsen (University of Oslo)
Core Cognition of Relational Forms

Conference chairs: Kata Oláh, Nazlı Altınok and Ildikó Király
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Summer School
CITEC Summer School 2017: Cognitive
Architectures
This

summer

school

will

bring

together

internationally renowned senior experts and young
researchers from computer and cognitive sciences,
robotics,

biomechanics,

interaction

design,

and

philosophy to present, discuss and explore recent
advances to cognitive architectures. Focusing on the
perspectives of modularity, adaptivity, interaction, shared autonomy and inter-subjectivity the five-day
programme is organized around keynote talks by senior experts and hands-on workshops on instances of
hypothesis-driven system building.
Participants will learn to build state-of-the-art cognitive architectures using robotic platforms available
at the CITEC labs such as the small and modular robot platform AMiRo (Autonomous Mini Robot), iCub,
SoftBank’s Pepper robot, or a bi-manual manipulator setup with anthropomorphic hands. Beyond the
courses and the talks of the invited speakers, the attendance will provide ample opportunities for discussions,
and the exchange of ideas. Participants are encouraged to raise questions and bring in their own ideas, which
may focus on testing hypotheses, modelling cognitive architectures, implementing specific behavioural
functions, expanding past models, or provide a proof-of-concept. Please feel free to describe your ideas in
your letter of motivation. The focus can be on software or hardware related topics, or a combination of both.
Source: https://www.cit-ec.de/de/node/2958
Invited speakers:
Tamim Asfour (Karslruhe, Germany), Michael Beetz (Bremen, Germany), Angelo Cangelosi (Plymouth, UK),
Yiannis Demiris (London, UK), Lorenzo Natale (Genova, Italy), Giulio Sandini (Genova, Italy)
Date and location: Monday 4 – Friday 8 September 2017, CITEC, Bielefeld University, Germany
Abstract submission deadline: 12 June 2017
More information: https://www.cit-ec.de/de/node/2958
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Upcoming conferences
ICON 2017 – 13th international
conference for cognitive
neuroscience

20th European Society for Cognitive
Psychology Conference (ESCOP
2017)

Amsterdam, Netherlands (5-8 Aug
2017)

Potsdam, Germany (3-6 Sept 2017)
Early bird registration: 31 May 2017

Late poster submission:
icon2017@icon2017.org

http://www.escop2017.org/

http://www.icon2017.org/
ECEM 2017 – 19th European
Conference on Eye Movements

ECVP 2017 – 40th European
Conference on Visual Perception
Berlin, Germany (27-31 August 2017)

Wuppertal, Germany (20-24 Aug
2017)

Early bird registration: 29 May 2017

Early bird registration: 16 June 2017

http://www.ecvp.org/2017/index.ht
ml

http://ecem2017.uniwuppertal.de/index.html

ESLP 2017 – 10th Annual Embodied
and Situated Language Processing
Conference

8th Budapest Visual Learning
Conference

Moscow, Russia (10-12 Sept 2017)

Budapest, Hungary (26-28 April
2018)

Early bird registration: 30 May 2017

Details coming soon

https://www.hse.ru/cdmcentre/eslp/

Introducing research institutes
Grammar and Cognition Lab
Universitat Pompeu Fabra and Universitat de Barcelona,
Spain
Principal Investigator – Wolfram Hinzen
The Grammar and Cognition Lab (GracLab) was founded in 2013 and is based out of the
Universitat Pompeu Fabra (UPF) and the Universitat de Barcelona (UB) in Barcelona, Spain. Our team is led
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by Wolfram Hinzen (Principal Investigator, UPF) and Joana Rosselló (Senior Researcher, UB) with graduate
and undergraduate students across a broad footprint of programs including the Theoretical and Applied
Linguistics and Translation and Language Science programs at the UPF as well the Cognitive Science and
Language program at the UB.
Our research explores the cognitive significance of language. One of our areas of focus is language
impairment across different mental health conditions involving cognitive impairment, including schizophrenia,
autism spectrum conditions and Huntington’s disease. The connection between language and these
conditions is rarely considered as their symptomatology extends beyond problems related to speech or
comprehension, and as such, the traditional scope of language pathology. However, in our research we
consider how an atypical language faculty may correlate with mental health symptomatology. For example,
problems of speech perception and loosening of deictic anchoring may relate to auditory-verbal
hallucinations in schizophrenia while in autism spectrum conditions heterogeneity among language profiles
may provide insight to broader severity patterns. In the case of Huntington’s disease, we are exploring how
subtle linguistic markers may precede (and potentially predict) cognitive and motor decline in presymptomatic patients. Overall, our approach, grounded in linguistic theory (Hinzen & Sheehan, 2013), aims
to develop a new kind of linguistic typology, one that maps to cognitive diversity within our species.
A list of some of our
current projects can be found on
our website, www.grammar.cat.
Our work is funded through a
number

of

national

and

international grants, including the
‘Language and Mental Health’
Project [AH/L004070/1, Arts and
Humanities Research Council, UK]
which involves multidisciplinary work on language in schizophrenia and aphasia and connects researchers
and clinical professionals across three different sites in the UK: Durham, Newcastle, and London, and the
project ‘Cognitive and linguistic diversity across mental disorders: typology, behavioural analysis and
neuroimaging’ [FFI 042177665-77665-4-16, Ministerio de Economía y Competitividad, Spain] which is
dedicated to the study of anomalous language patterns in autism spectrum conditions, Huntington’s
disease, and schizophrenia. The group benefits from an exceptional network of clinical partners and
professionals across the Barcelona region that is continuously expanding as new students with interests
relevant to our concerns join our group.
Recently, several of our Lab members (the PI as curator, and Dr. Txuss Martin as content team
member) have also been involved in the conception and launching of the Talking Brains exposition in
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Barcelona, which is the first exhibition of its kind to exhibit language as a natural object and as rooted in a
species-specific brain. One of its aims is to bring the topic of the significance of language to human cognition
to the wider public.
Kristen Schroeder, PhD Student
University of Barcelona
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About CECOG: The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting cooperation
in the field of cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting in August 2008 by the Budapest
University of Technology and Economics and the University of Zagreb by Melita Kovacevic, Ilona Kovács, and Csaba Pléh.
President: Gergely Csibra; managing organizers and local hosts of the DuCog series: Nevena Padovan and Paula Fischer;
managing secretary of the association: Paula Fischer.
Newsletter editors: Francesca Bonalumi and Georgina Török. Contact: cecog@cecog.eu
Previous newsletters are available on our website – http://cecog.eu/
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