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Conference reports

X. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science
Communication, Pragmatics, and Theory of Mind
24-27 May 2018, Dubrovnik, Croatia
The X. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science (DUCOG) took place in Dubrovnik, Croatia, on 25-28
May 2018. The conference was held in a beautiful building in close proximity to the beach and the old town
of Dubrovnik, a UNESCO world heritage site.
This year’s conference focused on Communication, Pragmatics, and Theory of Mind. The program offered
many interesting talks and three poster sessions all in single track, so participants would not miss out on
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one of their favorite sessions. Amongst others, we could learn what happens in the brain when we read
Harry Potter and how children and adults use referential contrast and understand metonymy and
pragmatics.

The social events allowed researchers to network and included a welcome reception and a boat trip, which
was a real highlight. Watching the sunset and Dubrovnik from the seaside, while engaging in inspiring
discussions about the latest research, was a unique experience and, in my opinion, the perfect ending to a
great conference.
Overall, the conference succeeded at bringing together researchers from different areas of cognitive science
and offered a truly interdisciplinary perspective.
I want to thank the organizers and participants for such a diverse and interesting program. I’m looking
forward to attending the conference next year!
Maireke Heinrich, PhD Student
Universität Hamburg
Developmental Psychology
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This is the second time I attended the Dubrovnik conference and hopefully there will be more to follow.
Although the conference focuses on a specific scientific theme which changes every year, when it comes to
the presentations, there is a wide range of topics that attracts scientists from a variety of backgrounds. As
to the structure, it comprises oral talks given by invited speakers and poster presentations. This year’s topic
was on Communication, Pragmatics and Theory of Mind. Talks were particularly interesting and addressed
questions such as what the mechanisms behind mindreading and metonymy are and how early can infants
demonstrate false belief-related action expectations. As this is a medium-scale conference, there were no
parallel sessions and this facilitated attendance to all talks. Throughout these three days, I had the chance
to meet scientists with expertise and discuss on our research in meaningful ways. The organisers had also
prepared a rich social programme which offered a further opportunity for networking and sciencediscussions in a more relaxed environment. Last thing I need to mention, is that this conference takes place
in a beautiful location very close to the Old Town of Dubrovnik. Overall, I would highly recommend this
conference!
Theodora Karadaki, PhD Student
University of East Anglia
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MeeTo2018: From moving bodies to interactive minds
25-27 May 2018, Turin, Italy
From May 25th to May 27th the University of Turin hosted MeeTo. This was the first edition of the
conference and provided an interesting focus for the attending researchers: “From moving bodies to
interactive minds.” Christina Becchio, Luciano Fadiga, and Natalie Sebanz provided extremely interesting
and thought-provoking key note talks. Symposia, talks, poster pitches, and posters ranged in topics from
behavioral to neurological investigations of human interactions and action as well as philosophical
discussions on the topic. The conference attracted worldwide attendees from all levels of academia and
was well suited to produce informative discussion and novel ideas. I am sure all attendees are looking
forward to the next iteration of the conference!

Merryn D. Constable, Postdoctoral Researcher
Social Mind and Body Group
Central European University, Budapest, Hungary

Photo credit: Associazione InTo Brain (Facebook page)
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UK XPhi Conference 2018
14-16 June 2018, London, UK
The UK XPhi Conference 2018 covered the topic of open science, reproducibility and integrity of science,
and brought together experts in various fields such as experimental philosophy, but also cognitive science
and developmental psychology.
The conference was very productive, and all the talks were very engaging. Both speakers and audience
explored and discussed the best strategies and the concrete steps to increase transparency and to
decrease the overlooking of methodological errors (such as the a posteriori choice of the statistical analyses
to conduct, getting false positives that are the direct result of a lack of statistical power, or the file drawer
problem).
While the talks were very informative and nicely debated, the informal part of the conference was also
extremely productive, with a friendly environment and gatherings that helped sharing ideas and promoting
future collaborations. The poster session was rather small, which increased the chances for presenters to
get a lot of attention and valuable feedback.
The conference was overall nicely organised, with respected schedules and rich coffee breaks. The dinner
was also excellent. I am looking forward to join it in the next years.
Francesca Bonalum i, PhD Student
Central European University, Budapest, Hungary

Photo credit: UK XPhi (https://xphi2018.weebly.com)
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Upcoming conferences

9th International Conference on Cognitive
InfoCommunications
Budapest, Hungary (22-24 August 2018)

The 3rd Lancaster Conference on Infant and Early
Child Development

Final submission deadline: 15 July 2018

Lancaster, UK (5-7 September 2018)

Registration deadline: 10 August 2018

Registration is open

http://www.coginfocom.hu/conference/CogInfoCom18/

http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/lcicd/

SIGN9 Conference

Perspectives on Scientific Error

Warsaw, Poland (22-25 August 2018)

Groningen, Netherlands (29-30 October 2018)

Registration is open

Abstract submission deadline: 17 August 2018

http://sign9.uw.edu.pl/en/

http://www.philos.rug.nl/scientificerror2018/

BCBT 2018 – The Barcelona Cognition Brain and
Technology summer school

International Convention of Psychological Science
(ICPS) 2019

Barcelona, Spain (3-14 September 2018)

Paris, France (7-9 March 2019)

Submission deadline: 10 July 2018

Registration is open

https://specs.ibecbarcelona.eu/bcbt2018/

https://www.psychologicalscience.org/conventions/icps
2019/submissions

A bo ut CEC O G: The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting
cooperation in the field of cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting in August 2008 by
the Budapest University of Technology and Economics and the University of Zagreb by Melita Kovacevic, Ilona Kovács, and
Csaba Pléh. President: Gergely Csibra; managing organizers and local hosts of the DuCog series: Nevena Padovan and
Paula Fischer; managing secretaries of the association: Paula Fischer and Georgina Török.
Newsletter editors: Francesca Bonalumi and Laura Schlingloff. Contact: cecog@cecog.eu
Previous newsletters are available on our website – http://cecog.eu/
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