C E C O G C e n tr a l E ur op e an C o gn it i v e S c ie n c e A s s o c ia t io n

h ttp ://ce cog .e u/

NEWSLETTER
Spring 2019

•

•

Conference reports:
XI Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science 2019, Dubrovnik, Croatia
The 7th Conference of the Scandinavian Association for Language and Cognition
(SALC7), Aarhus, Denmark
Alignment in Body & Mind, Munich, Germany
Upcoming conferences

1
4
4
7

Conference reports

XI. Dubrovnik Conference on Cognitive Science
Computational Rationality
23-26 May 2019, Dubrovnik, Croatia
As we learned from CECOG president Gergely Csibra at the welcome reception, the DuCog conferences
are intended to be relatively slow and small-scale to provide as many opportunities for socializing and
scientific discussions as possible. This goal was definitely met this year: the program was concentrated and
thoughtfully organised but relaxed enough to leave plenty of room for chatting over the state of the art in
cognitive science. Cross-topic and cross-disciplinary conversations were especially stimulated both by the
schedule (the absence of parallel sessions prevented segregation along restricted areas of interest) and the
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selected collection of posters that encompassed a wide range of research. Talks of high-profile invited
speakers and presentations of inspired young researchers were converging on rational analyses and
computational models of various mental phenomena (often from a developmental perspective), delivering a
necessarily limited yet up-to-date overview of this highly successful and fast-developing approach to
cognition. As a junior student, I especially appreciated the open mindset of seniors which, together with the
slightly remote but always enchanting city of Dubrovnik, created a uniquely friendly atmosphere.

Bálint Varga, PhD Student
Department of Cognitive Science
Central European University, Hungary
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On May 24th and 25th, CECOG hosted the 11th annual Dubrovnik Conference in Cognitive Science. This
was my second time attending this conference, and the topic this year was “computational rationality”. The
conference featured a diverse group of keynote speakers, from computational neuroscientists to
developmental psychologists. A particular highlight of this year’s conference was that many speakers
presented theoretical ideas and work in progress in addition to already polished experiments. For example,
Laura Schulz proposed a fascinating theory of why humans constantly generate new problems for
themselves (broad answer: to become better at problem-solving more generally). Julian Jara-Ettinger
presented new experiments on social communication, with kids and adults in both U.S. and indigenous
Tsimane populations. The poster sessions also contained interesting content: students discussed work on
conceptual combination in infancy, the role of pragmatics in sentence processing, and the nature of
episodic memory representations, to name only a few topics. The organizers did a wonderful job ensuring
that the conference ran smoothly, even organizing a last-minute student symposium to fill a gap in the
schedule. They also went above and beyond by organizing social events (complete with a DJ) in addition to
the conference itself. Overall, DUCOG was a unique opportunity to meet researchers at all stages of their
careers, and discover the latest questions, ideas, and data in the cognitive science community.
Rebecca Zhu, PhD Student
UC Berkeley, USA
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The 7th Conference of the Scandinavian Association for
Language and Cognition (SALC7)
22-24 May 2019, Aarhus, Denmark
The School of Communication and Culture at Aarhus University, Denmark, has
recently hosted the seventh biannual meeting of the Scandinavian Association for Language and Cognition
(SALC7). The meeting brought together linguists, psychologists, cognitive scientists, and semioticians from
more than 20 countries, all of whom share an interest in researching language as based on structures and
processes of general cognition and social cognition.
With its 80+ talks, 7 theme sessions, and 30+ poster presentations, the conference covered a number of
different topics in the realm of language and cognition such as language acquisition, social cognition,
metaphors, deictic communication, cultural semantics, cognitive approaches to L1 and L2 grammar, and
design thinking — to name but a few. Six international, high-profile plenary speakers added to the exciting
program.
The conference was successful in creating a forum for cooperation and exchange of ideas between
different theoretical frameworks and methodological approaches to the study of language and cognition.
New perspectives, ideas, and collaborations emerged throughout the three conference days. Around 150
participants from around the world attended the conference and its social events, which included a
conference dinner held inside the old Ceres brewery in Aarhus, which dates back to 1856.
The next SALC conference will be held in 2021 at Åbo Akademi University in Turku, Finland
Fabio Trecca, Postdoc, PhD
Member of the SALC7 organizing committee
School of Communication and Culture
Aarhus University, Denmark
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Alignment in body & mind: Investigating and quantifying alignment in
dynamic social interactions
6-7 May 2019, Munich, Germany
On May 6th and 7th 2019, 11 speakers from across Europe came together and met in the heart of Munich
for the LMUExcellent funded ALIGNED conference "Alignment in body & mind: Investigating and quantifying
alignment in dynamic social interactions". During the two day event, 46 registered attendees and 91 viewers
via livestream discussed the concept of Alignment as it pertains to sensorimotor coordination, interpersonal
interactions, neural coupling, social cognition,
developmental
synchronisation,

psychology,
dynamical

models,

temporal
decision

making, team work, computational modeling as
well as clinical and policy changes. The topics
were wide ranging but several points of consensus
were found and discussed at the end of each day
in the form of a round table. These points included
overlap in the handling of different types of dynamic experimental data (neural, behavioural and
physiological), degrees of coupling and structural (re-)organisation of interacting agents, approaches for
modeling these diverse sets of behaviour within dyads and groups as well as the different ways to modulate
the strength and manner of the coupling across agents.
Bringing the theme to life, on the second day of the event, attendees were treated to a musical interlude
with a jazz quartet and a violin sonata followed by a Q&A session with the musicians and the conductor,
Christoph Poppen, to discuss “flat hierarchies”, what number of interacting individuals needs a conductor,
where you look to coordinate and phase transitions during real ensemble performances. For further
information

about

the

conference

and

the

ALIGNED

project,

visit:

https://merlefairhurstmenu.wixsite.com/aligned/ or email m.fairhurst@lmu.de.

Merle Fairhurst, Assistant Professor
Philosophy of Mind and Cognitive Neuroscience group
LMU
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Upcoming conferences

ICSR 2019 : International Conference on Social
Robotics

BCCCD 2020: Budapest CEU Conference on
Cognitive Development

Madrid, Spain (26-29 November 2019)

Budapest, Hungary (9-11 January 2020)

Paper submission deadline: 17 June 2019

Symposia submission deadline: 8 September 2019

Workshop proposal deadline: 15 July 2019

Paper submission deadline: 8 September 2019

http://icsr2019.uc3m.es/

Poster submission deadline: 8 October 2019
http://www.bcccd.org/welcome.htm

AINL 2019 : Artificial Intelligence and Natural
Language

Speaking Bodies: Embodied Cognition at the
Crossroad of Philosophy, Linguistics, Psychology
and Artificial Intelligence

Tartu, Estonia (20-22 November 2019)
Paper submission deadline: 17 June 2019

Cluji-Napoca, Romania (13-15 May 2020)

https://ainlconf.ru/

Abstract submission deadline: 1st October 2019
http://embodiedcognition2020.devpsychology.ro/

AIC 2019: 7th International Workshop on Artificial
Intelligence and Cognition
Manchester, UK (10-11 September 2019)

38th Annual Conference of the European Society for
the History of the Human Sciences

Paper submission deadline: 20 June 2019

Budapest, Hungary (4-6 July 2019)

http://www.di.unito.it/~lieto/AIC2019/index.html

Registration open
http://www.eshhs.eu/wordpress-3.3.1/wordpress/

IEEE CNS 2019 : The IEEE International Workshop on
Cognitive and Neural Systems
Granada, Spain (22-25 October 2019)

SEMSPACE 2019 : Workshop on Semantic Spaces at
the Intersection of NLP, Physics, and Cognitive
Science

Paper submission deadline: 1 July 2019
http://emergingtechnet.org/CNS2019/index.php

Riga, Latvia, (5-9 August 2019)
Registration open

MEMORY 2019 : 3rd Memory, Forgetting and
Creating - International Interdisciplinary Conference

https://sites.google.com/view/semspace2019/home

Gdansk, Poland (19-20 September 2019)
The 4th Lancaster Conference on Infant and Early
Child Development (LCICD 2019)

Abstract submission deadline: 7 August 2019)
https://memoryforgetting.ug.edu.pl/?lang=en

Lancaster, UK (21-23 August 2019)
Registration is open

Cognomics Conference 2019

http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/lcicd/

Nijmegen, The Netherlands (4-5 September 2019)
Abstract submission deadline: 1 July 2019
https://www.ru.nl/donders/vmsite/collaborations/projects/cognomics-0/cognomicsconference/
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A bo ut C EC OG: The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting
cooperation in the field of cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting in August
2008 by the Budapest University of Technology and Economics and the University of Zagreb by Melita Kovacevic, Ilona
Kovács, and Csaba Pléh. President: Gergely Csibra; managing organizers and local hosts of the DuCog series: Nevena
Padovan and Paula Fischer; managing secretary of the association: Paula Fischer and Georgina Török.
Newsletter editors: Francesca Bonalumi and Laura Schlingloff. Contact: cecog@cecog.eu
Previous newsletters are available on our website – http://cecog.eu/
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