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Conference reports

IRSI2: International Rationality Summer Institute 2018
Communication, Pragmatics, and Theory of Mind
2-14 September 2018, Irsee, Germany
In the former Imperial Abbey of Irsee, Germany, the second International Rationality Summer Institute (IRSI2)
took place. Secluded from the outside world, the summer institute brought together 19 instructors and 45
students who enjoyed a baroque learning environment. The IRSI series, funded by the Volkswagen
foundation, aims to provide a highly international and interdisciplinary environment in which students can
learn the state-of-the-art research on rationality. While IRSI1 was mainly concerned with individual
rationality, IRSI2 shifted the focus towards collective rationality. A common theme was the relation between
individual decision-making and collective decision-making.
Many courses revolved around the question whether there is a rational way to aggregate individual attitudes
like preferences and beliefs into a corresponding group attitude. Voting better be such a rational
aggregation procedure for a democracy to work properly. However, Don Saari vividly illustrated that the
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winner of an election crucially depends on the voting rule that determines the outcome. This means that the
individual voters are not always to blame for a bad outcome. Sometimes the voting rule is the true villain.
This is but one instance of many tragedies of group rationality. Kevin Zollmann showed that these group
tragedies are not the result of any individual failing, but rather a failure to communicate in the right ways.
Both Kevin and Cailin O'Connor made proposals how optimal communication networks between agents
might look like.
The networking and communication at IRSI2 has been close to optimal. Besides the catchy student
presentations, there have been two inspiring keynote lectures: Dan Sperber put human rationality in an
evolutionary perspective, and Ralph Wedgwood discussed the relation between collective rationality and
morality. The students had plenty of opportunities for professional and personal exchange with
internationally leading experts in the field of rationality. The casual talks while enjoying an evening beer in the
Abbey's cellar completed the IRSI2 experience. As I witnessed first hand, the IRSI series has far more than
succeeded in meeting its goals. I would like to express my deep gratitude to the organizers of IRSI2 in Irsee.
Thank you Jean Baccelli, Stephan Hartmann, and Reuben Stern!
Mario Günther, PhD Student
Munich Center for Mathematical Philosophy & Graduate School of Systemic Neurosciences
LMU Munich

Photo credit: Fabian Beigang
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I’m a psychologist from Argentina and a current Phd candidate. My research is sited in a cross-field
between developmental psychology and social psychology. I study moral decision-making in real contexts,
prosocial behaviour and peer influence.
As soon as I started investigating I realized that moral development framework, despite being useful for
measuring changes after an intervention, is not able to explain the moral phenomena, neither their rationality
nor the lack of it. I had to start attending to the biased reasoning used in moral decision-making only based
on the arguments given by the participants, and if there were other ways of measuring changes in moral
choices.
The IRSI2 was a great experience in many aspects. As I was expecting, we learned a lot from our
instructors and also from our peers. Since we were living in an isolated place was easy to find moments to
discuss ideas. In the beginning, it looked that the different frameworks were going to limit the exchanges
but actually there where many contributions from philosophy, cognitive psychology, anthropology, economy
and neuroscience that now will enrich my work. The group was amazing; I’m already missing some of the
new friends I made.
Argentina is in crisis now and It’s very difficult for us to travel, to network and to focus as much as we want
on our projects. The "buena onda" (good vibes) of this experience filled me up to continue researching.
Antonela M arcaccio, Research Fellow
Universidad Nacional de la Patagonia San Juan Bosco - CONICET

ESPP 2018 – European Society for Philosophy and
Psychology
10-13 September 2018, Rijeka, Croatia
Can philosophy speak to disciplines within the cognitive sciences, such as psychology, linguistics,
computer science and biology? And can the cognitive sciences advance philosophical research? If you
answer affirmatively to both questions, then you should consider participating at one of the future meetings
of the European Society for Philosophy and Psychology (ESPP). The main aim of the ESPP is to bring
together brilliant researchers from different fields working on interdisciplinary issues. I was lucky to
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participate in the 2018 edition of the ESPP and I was impressed by the high-quality of the contributions and
by the large dimension of the event. The conference featured four keynote talks, ten symposia, more than
ninety peer-reviewed talks and two poster sessions. I have to admit that more than once I found difficult to
decide which parallel session to attend and I inevitably started to desire Hermione’s time-turner.
Highlights of the conference include: Michael Graziano leading the audience to attribute consciousness to a
monkey puppet exhibiting excellent ventriloquism; Laurie A. Paul arguing that new experiences such as
trying an iPhone for the first time can be epistemically and personally transformative; José Luis Bermudez
arguing that is not irrational to be influenced by how outcomes are framed and a ‘poster madness’ session
where presenters had only two minutes to promote their own poster.

Matilde Aliffi, PhD student
University of Birmingham, UK

Upcoming conferences

SALC VII, The 7th Conference of The Scandinavian
Association for Language and Cognition

BCCCD 2019 – Budapest CEU Conference on
Cognitive Development

Aahrus, Denmark, 22-24 May 2019

Budapest, Hungary, 3-5 January 2019

Theme session proposal: 1st November 2018

Poster submission deadline: 9 October 2018

Abstract submission deadline: 1st December 2018

http://bcccd.org

https://events.au.dk/SALC7
ACHI 2019 - The Twelfth International Conference on
Advances in Computer-Human Interactions

The 2019 International Joint Conference on Neural
Networks (IJCNN)

Athens, Greece, 24-28 February 2019

Budapest, Hungary, 14-19 July 2019

Submission deadline: 13 October 2018

Special session proposal deadline: 15 October 2018

http://iaria.org/conferences2019/ACHI19.html

Paper submission deadline: 15 December 2018
https://www.ijcnn.org
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From self-knowledge to knowing others:
Insights from psychological and neuroscientific tools

16th International Symposium on Neural Networks
(ISNN 2019)

Brussels, Belgium, 16 November 2018

Moscow, Russia, 10-12 July 2019

Poster submission deadline: none

Submissions deadline: 1 February 2019

http://www.self-knowing-others.org/index.html

https://conference.cs.cityu.edu.hk/isnn/

3rd Memory, Melancholy and Nostalgia

COGNITIVE 2019 - The Eleventh International
Conference on Advanced Cognitive Technologies
and Applications

International Interdisciplinary Conference
Gdánsk, Poland, 3-4 December 2018

Venice, Italy, 5-9 May 2019

Abstract submission deadline: 20 October 2018

Submissions deadline: 22 December 2018

http://memorynostalgia.ug.edu.pl/en/about_conference/

https://www.iaria.org/conferences2019/COGNITIVE19.ht
ml

21st Conference of the European Society for
Cognitive Psychology

Measurement in Cognitive Science – Workshop 2019

Tenerife, Spain, 25-28 September 2019

Bochum, Germany, 5-6 June 2019

Symposia proposal deadline: 20 December 2018

https://measurementincognitivescience.wordpress.com

Abstract submission deadline: 1st April 2019
http://escop2019.webs.ull.es

Introducing research institutes
CVBE Cognition, Values and Behavior
Faculty of Philosophy, LMU Munich
Chair: Prof. Dr. Ophelia Deroy
CVBE Cognition, Values and Behavior is a Munich-based research group in philosophy and cognitive
neuroscience, led by Prof. Dr. Ophelia Deroy. The CVBE started its activities in January 2017, and is
supported by the Faculty of Philosophy from the Ludwig-Maximilians University in Munich and the
Munich Centre for Neuroscience. By bringing together philosophers, cognitive psychologists and
neuroscientists, the CVBE looks to promote collaborative research projects targeting two main
questions:
a) Can we derive normative and philosophical recommendations from the empirical sciences?
b) Can we investigate complex evaluative and social aspects of human behavior, theorized in
philosophy, through experimental scientific methods?

5

NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2018
http://cecog.eu/

These two questions are explored using both conceptual analysis and various experimental methods,
ranging from survey-based research to neuroimaging. CVBE members tackle these and other related
questions by focusing on a certain number of specific topics: metacognition and multisensory
perception, metacognition of value-based judgments, collective decision-making under uncertainty
and collective reasoning.
Project on collective decision-making:
One of the main research projects currently being conducted at the CVBE looks at the different ways
in which humans integrate and update their beliefs about factual issues during social interaction. To
explore this idea, members of the team conducted a series of group decision-making experiments in
association with the Munich Experimental Laboratory for Economic and Social Sciences (MELESSA).
During such an experiment, participants are asked to provide individually an estimate to a set of
general-knowledge questions (stage i1, see Figure 1 below).

Figure 1. Stages of experiment (with two groups), see Navajas et al. (2018) for more details

In the second stage (stage c), participants are arranged in groups of five and presented with only half
of the initial questions. Groups are asked to discuss each question for 60 seconds, and to reach a
group consensus. Finally, during the final part of the experiment (stage i2) participants are again
individually presented with all the questions, and are given the possibility to provide revised estimates.
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Picture 1. Participants (in groups of 5) discussing during stage c

With the three stages of the experiment, we can ask the following research questions:
a) Will participants benefit from group discussion, i.e. will they reduce their average error in stage i2,
compared to stage i1?
b) Will participants’ level of confidence increase after groups discussion (after stage c)?
c) What kind of aggregation rule participants use in stage c? Do they simply average their individual
answers from stage i1? Or do they resort to more sophisticated aggregation rules (e.g. competence or
confidence weighted-averages, weighted median, etc.)
d) What is the update rule that participants use in stage i2? Do they follow blindly the group answer
(i.e. consensus) or do they discount it (i.e. compromise)?
It goes without saying that the answer to some of these questions could be of interest not only for
scientists and philosophers, but also for policy makers and the general public.
You can find more information about this and other related projects on the CVBE website
(https://www.cvbe.philosophie.uni-muenchen.de/index.html). The group is often recruiting for
motivated research assistants to lead or join collaborative research projects in one of Germany’s best
cities for students.
Martin Dockendorff
Research assistant

A bo ut CEC O G: The Central European Cognitive Science Association (CECOG) is a civil association promoting
cooperation in the field of cognitive science in Central Europe. The association was initiated at a meeting in August 2008 by
the Budapest University of Technology and Economics and the University of Zagreb by Melita Kovacevic, Ilona Kovács, and
Csaba Pléh. President: Gergely Csibra; managing organizers and local hosts of the DuCog series: Nevena Padovan and
Paula Fischer; managing secretaries of the association: Paula Fischer and Georgina Török.
Newsletter editors: Francesca Bonalumi and Laura Schlingloff. Contact: cecog@cecog.eu
Previous newsletters are available on our website – http://cecog.eu/
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